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What would you do?

45 YOM s/p stab wound to the 
neck. Patient is breathing 
spontaneously but has 
stridorous respirations.  Vital 
signs include HR 110, BP 
182/110, RR 16.







Objectives

1) Demonstrate understanding of the indications for 
intubation

2) Perform rapid sequence intubation
3) Learn the pharmacology behind emergency airway 

management
4) Demonstrate the ability to manage the pediatric airway
5) Demonstrate the ability to identify the difficult and 

failed airway
6) Demonstrate working knowledge of the emergency 

airway algorithms
7) Practice the various techniques of airway mangement



Indications for Intubation

1) Is there a failure of airway maintenance 
or protection?

2) Is there a failure of ventilation or 
oxygenation?

3) What is the anticipated clinical course?



Patency/Adequacy of Airway



Patency/Adequacy of Airway



Patency/Adequacy of Airway



Ventilation and Oxygenation

• Look
• Listen
• Pulse oximetry
• Continuous capnography
• ABG?



Anticipated Clinical Course

• Is the condition likely to worsen over time 
leading to airway compromise?  

• Will the patient require a prolonged 
procedure in an area with decreased 
resuscitation capacity? 

• Does the patient require interfacility
transport?




